the British Government at the outbreak of the War,
was this charge invented, as a stick to beat the Con-
gress with.
Prof. Coupland, therefore, is in error when he at-
tributes to Congress an intention to strengthen its
position, in 1937, by forcing the pace of constitutional
reforms; for,
(1)  no such intention existed in 1937;
(2)  the intervention of Congress leaders was in-
vited by the State authorities in 1938;
(3)  the Viceroy and the Congress Leaders in 1939
were working in co-operation to accelerate the pace
of constitutional reforms in the State;
(4)  after November 1939, when Congress Minis-
tries resigned, the charge  was  invented  by  British
propaganda to discredit the Congress.
IV
THE CONGRESS AND COALITION
MINISTRIES
Prof, Coupland's second charge against the Con-
gress is that its mass contact programme was an at-
tempt to merge the Muslim minority in the Congress;
that by refusing to accept coalition ministries with
the Muslim League it wanted to absorb the Muslim
minority in the Legis ature, and become totalitarian;
and that it was as a result of this policy that the
Pakistan issue came to the forefront as a menace to the
integrity of the country. Even apart from Prof. Coup-
land, some critics both in India and Great Britain,
13